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asking for money. We are only asking for a signature, but I am reminded
of the story they tell about how an announcement went out in a town

that there was meat that day, so everybody gathered together at 7:00

a.m. and the mayor of the town said, "The meat is a little delayed

All Jews go home." Then at 8:00 a.m. he said, "The meat is still delayed
All Ukranians go home." At 9:00 a.m he said, "The meat 1is delayed

All Lithuanians go home." Then at 11:00 a.m. he said, "All Latvians

go home " Finally, at 12:00 he said, "My fellow Russians, you understand,
don't you? We are having difficulties There is not going to be any
meat today " One Russian looked at the other and said, "Huh! Those

Jews They always get special treatment. They got to go home first "

We all know that Jews are in peril We all know there are many challenges
in life We all know that many things are unpredictable, but when we

hear the call of the shofar we should remember that we can overcome
everything. All we need is faith. We need prayer. We need to face

the challenges resolutely, and we need to help each other If we do

these things then we will be able to overcome everything, just as we

have been able to overcome communism in our day, and just as we have

seen many miracles during the past year Who would ever have thought

that Saddam Hussein could have been defeated so easily? Who would have
ever thought after all those SCUDS landed in Israel so few people would
be hurt? G-d will help us, but we have to have faith We have to help
each other, and we have to reply to every challenge. May we do so so

that we will truly be worthy of a happy year, a healthy year, a prosperous
year, a self-fulling year, and especially a year of peace in Israel

and peace in the world  Amen
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Why is it that we blow a shofar on Rosh Hashonna? From the Torah is it
not clear what type of instrument we should blow The rabbis learn

out from Yom Kippur, from blowing the shofar on the Jubilee Year to
free to slaves, that we are supposed to blow a shofar on Rosh Hashonna.
We know that in the Temple they blew both a trumpet and a shofar,

with the shofar, of course, being the most important instrument

Today we blow only the shofar, but why should we blow a shofar? If

the purpose of the shofar is to get us to repent, is to remind us

that we stand this day before G-d in judgment, why don't we blow an
instrument that has a more sure note? A shofar is a very difficult
instrument to play It is very uncertain whether the note will actually
come out. Many times it has happened that the Baal Tekiah, the shofar
blower, has tried to blow the notes of the shofar and nothing would
come out, or that it was impossible for him Lo make the right note

and he had to take another and another shofar and then someone had

to take his place It is a very chancy thing blowing the shofar on
Rosh Hashonna. It does not always come out right. Why then should

we blow this uncertain note? Why shouldn't we blow on an instrument

where the note i1s always sure?

What's more, why do we read about Hagar and Ishmael on the first day
of Rosh Hashonna? 1In the Torah reading we concentrate basically upon
Hagar and Ishmael and how Abraham, at the insistence of Sarah, sent
them out of the camp. We learn all about the incident, how although
Abraham probably gave an adequate supply they must have gotten lost
and they ran out of supplies and Hagar could not stand to see her
son, so she put him some distance away from her and she started to
pray and the boy prayed, and an angel of G-d appeared to them and

said, "Hagar, open your eyes There is a well of water," and she
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was able to find the well of water, and she and Ishmael were saved.

Why do we read this on the first day of Rosh Hashonna?

Thirdly, why is it that in the Haphtorah we read about Chana? We
read how Chana did not have children and how she went up to the Tabernacle
every year with her husband and one year she prayed for children.
Elie, the high priest, thought she was drunk and she said she was
not drunk, that she was merely upset because she could not have a
child. She said, "If T promise G-d that I will be given a child,
that I will dedicate this child to G-d, that this child will serve
in the Tabernacle with you, Elie." And so it happened that she was
blessed with a child and that child became Shmuel, the great prophet
He was a Levite and he assisted the priests in the Temple, but why
do we read about that on Rosh Hashonna? What does that have to do

with the day of judgment?

Finally, why is it that we say that Tefila, Tzedakah, and Teshuva
remove the evil decree? Why only these things? Tefila, prayer, and
Tzedakah, the giving of charity, and Teshuva, doing repentance or facing

the challenges of life, remove the evil decree?

It seems to me that one of the reasons, perhaps the main reason, that
all of us come to shul on Rosh Hashonna, after all, there is no kiddush
on Rosh Hashonna, is that we all know that life is very unpredictable.
We do not know what is in store for us. We do not know what will happen
in the future. Life is so unpredictable. We think we can spot trends,
but we do not kmow what is really going to happen in life Nothing
turns out the way we expect. The unexpected is what we should expect

After all, if I would have told you last year from this bema that communism
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would be banned in Russia, I am sure you would have look at me and thought
I was crazy If I would have told you that Russia was going to be divided
into its 15 constituent republics, you would have looked at me at said

I was working too hard and I needed a rest If I would have told you

last year that 330,000 Jews would have left Russia within 18 months

for Israel, you would have told me to stop dreaming Life is so unpredictable
Who knows what is going to happen? We think we know what is going to
happen, but all these things comes up that we cannot predict, in our
personal life, in our national life. Nobody knows where we are going

to end, what is going to happen next. I remember I visited Seattle

a few years ago, my home town, and I went into the kosher bakery and

there behind the counter was a woman I recognized who was working for
minimum wage. I had known her when we grew up in Seattle She came

from one of the richest families in Seattle. She even went to finishing
school in Switzerland It turned out her family lost all their money,

she had a bad marriage, she had children to support, and she was working
for minimum wage. Who would have thought that that could have happened?
We all know many people in Houston who have lost everything. There

are many other people who had nothing and all of a sudden they have
something. Life is filled with suprises We do not know exactly what

is going to happen, and that is why we are here We need G-d's help

in order to find the strength to cope with all the suprises in life

Some are good suprises and some are bad suprises It is wonderful the
news that is coming out of Russia, but we also have to realize that

there is bad news in America We Jews are committing suicide at a great
rate, not physical suicide but spiritual suicide. A study was just

released by the Council of Jewish Federations and shows that a Jew is
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more likely to marry a non-Jew than a Jew. We are not talking about
gentiles who convert to Judaism because they are considered Jews, but
we are talking about a Jew marrying a gentile who maintains his/her
own religion If this continues there will not be many Jews left in
America pretty soon  What should we do? Should we give up? Should
we sanctify these marriage? Of course not. We must continue to fight
as the Russian Jews fought for 75 years, never giving up hope. Yes,
there was a certain group that gave up. There were 2 million hardcore
Jews who kept the name "Jew". The chief rabbi of Moscow told us that
there are probably another 3 million Jews who passed, somehow got their

papers forged, and if you count Jews who have at least one grandfather

who is Jewish, there are probably 12 million Jews in Russia

The whole keynote of this holiday is found in Chana's prayer to G-d
after He gave her Shmuel  She said, "There is none holy like the Lord.
Indeed, there is none beside Him. There is no stronghold like our G-d.
To not indulge in proud talk, let no arrogance come from your mouth.

The Lord is a G-d of knowledge and by His actions are summed up, the
strongmen's bows are broken while the feeble are girded with strength.
Those who had plenty have hired out for bread while hungry people have
to toil no more The barren woman has 7 children now, while the mother
of many is desolate. The Lord causes death and bestows life. He lowers
to the grave and brings up The Lord makes pure and rich. The low

He also rises up. He lifts the poor out of the dust. He raises the
needy from the rubbish and makes them sick next to nobles." Life is
unpredictable. G-d knows what He is doing, but many times we do not
know what He is doing. That is why we read about Chana in the Torah
reading. Chana was ready to give up. The angel said, '"What's the matter

with you, Hagar? Open your eyes. Grab ahold of the boy. Don't give
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up." That's why Tefila, Teshuva, and Tzedakah will remove the evil

decree  They cancel it. A person has to have faith to continue. We

must never give up.

Why is it that we pray? We pray to G-d that we make the right decisions,
because you know, in life we do not know all the facts. We can only
make the best decisions we can based on the facts, but the most decisions
in life we make blind: who we are going to marry. Do we ever interview
2 billion women? The occupation we select. Do we look through the
thousands of occupations listed by the Department of Labor? No. We
make decisions when we have to make decisions, and we have to pray to
G-d that we made the right decisions. We do not know. In fact, you

can know everything and know nothing. That was also the story of Elie
When Chana was praying Elie thought that she was drunk. Why? Because
he had the Ureem and Tureem on He had these special lights that G-d
would give him answers to his questions. His breastplate contained

the names of all the tribes and it contained the letters of the alphabet,
and whenever he would ask a question G-d would give him the letters

of the alphabet. He asked G-d, "What about this woman?" And G-d gave
him the letters, '"Shin, Kuf, Raysh, Hay," which he read as Shikra, a
drunk, but he should have read it as Kesora, she is like Sarah. She

is a kosher woman. She is a good woman Therefore, when we have all
the facts we can still know nothing We have to know how to interpret
the facts  Therefore, we need faith When things are bad we should
never give up The Russian Jews never gave up. We must reply to every
challenge We cannot say there is nothing we can do about it, like
Hagar did and wait for the boy to die Open your eyes.. See what you

can do. Don't accept the evil about you
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Finally, we must do Tzedakah. We must make sure that there is a level
below which nobody can fall because if people fall below that level,
then we will compound the disaster. We will make it worse We must
help each other and support each other so we can get through a catastrophe
In America today we are in some danger. The top 1% of the population
in wealth controls as much wealth as the bottom 40% This is a third
world figure. If this continues we are going to be in terrible trouble
We must make sure that the ones below do not pull us all down We can
make the catastrophe much worse We have to help each other, not only
for altruistic reasons but for self-interest reasons If we face all
the challenges of life with faith, with prayer, with a determination

to face all the challenges resolutely, and if we face the problems of
life by being willing to help each other, then we will overcome and
eventually be able to prevail Russian Jewry prevailed because they
never gave up and they helped each other They helped each other in
Russia, and they faced every challenge the best way they could That's

what we must do, too. We can never give up and we should never give

up

I am reminded of the story they tell of how during Communist days, and
of course, the Russian Jews are not out of the woods yet because what
has taken the place of communism is nationalism, and we all know that

a Jew is not a Russian and a Russian will never consider a Jew a Russian.
We all know that if there is starvation in Russia this winter somebody
will have to be blamed, and we know who will be blamed. We have to

help them and do everything we can do get the Russian Jews out. We
should all make sure that we contact the President, our congressmen

to make sure the United States signs that loan guarantee. We are not




